League of Iowa Civil Rights Agencies
Meeting by ICN 

December 1, 2009
Draft Minutes
Attendees: Ames, Burlington, Cedar Falls, Cedar Rapids, Council Bluffs, Davenport, Decorah, Department of Human Rights, Des Moines, Dubuque, Fort Dodge, Iowa City, Iowa Civil Rights, Keokuk, Marshalltown, Mason City, Sioux City

Meeting called to order by Karl Cassell, President

Roll call taken (see list of attendees above)

Legislative Priorities

· The Chair noted the previously adopted priorities. 

· Priority #2: clarification by ICRC that the call is for comprehensive immigration reform at the federal, not state, level

· Rachel Scott from DHR offered to provide explain DHR’s proposals if desired

· Priority #6: Larry Busch (Cedar Falls) asked for specific mention of PTSD for the priority. Discussion centered around whether the issue of the use of a liability defense when charges are filed against veterans with PTSD fit within the scope of Code216C. Ames was okay with the insertion and Decorah expressed support for the general idea, but desired to know the exact wording. DHR will not be changing the wording of priority but is comfortable with the League adjusting the wording to address PTSD and other mental illnesses or related issues. No consensus was reached on how to reword the priority.

· Priority #11: Nancy Bobo raised the local issue regarding current conversation among some Des Moines city council members of removing investigatory powers from DM and giving it to ICRC. Nancy commented how it is in violation of the Iowa Code and wants to know if it happening in other places. Round robin discussion ensued from different Commissions talking. None of the other commissions reported they had not heard anything.

· Ralph talked about the option of asking for unanimous consent to see if there are any objections. Chair heard no objections to language urging compliance with 216 and having cities adequately fund local commissions

· Second issue was on removing the mention on taxes. 

· Rachel raised issues on the legislature definition of adequately funding local commissions and to avoid a specific funding proposal . 

· No objections to removing the language on taxes. 

· Priority #7: Discussion on amending the breastfeeding proposal. 

· Priority #3: Discussion on CDBG and push local communities to affirmatively further fair housing. Nancy Bobo asked if this priority was within the purview of the Iowa Legislature. Rudy Simms shared that the Obama Administration would like this work done, which would be something new for Iowa. However, Iowa legislators do not know about the requests.
· Priority #10: Some discussion around gay marriage. Nancy Bobo suggested we remove the second sentence. Another person suggested we remove the final sentence too. Decided against voting on the issue as some people voiced their personal need to abstain due to their religious beliefs. However, overall consensus was to support stopping efforts to make civil rights be issues that could be voted upon by the general public. Executive committee will revise the wording.
· Karl explained need to revise 6 (encompass mental health, as defined by fed. government), 10, and 11.  Consideration of an addition like “such as PTSD” for #6.  The rest of the priorities were approved.

Community Engagement and Dialogue

· Iowa City: “Conversations for Dialogue.” 4 sessions since June with 5-30 participants (excluding facilitators). Partnered with the area school district and University of Iowa. Got message out about the conversations through partners’ listservs. First location at an elementary on the south east part of town wasn’t the best so moved to a centralized location and got better attendance. The conversations were a series of themes where participants got to pick the topics. One session was on Race and African Americans and another on Race and Latinos. No calls to action yet but will look at where to go when restart conversations in January.

· Sioux City: Disability Forum. Broadcast on local channel. Trac phone purchased so people could call in questions.

· Ames: Community Conversations. Trained by Everyday Democracy (formerly Study Circles). Website is http://www.everyday-democracy.org/en/index.aspx. A booklet was created specific to Ames following the first round of study circles. It can be downloaded at http://www.extension.iastate.edu/NR/rdonlyres/C2101988-C946-4424-8FE5-5739E0717D1D/92739/DiversityCommitteeDec08A.pdf. The group’s new website is http://www.unitedames.webs.com/ and the old website is   http://sites.google.com/site/amescommunityconversations/. Information can also be found on the Iowa State Extension (which is involved with the effort) website, http://www.extension.iastate.edu/story/news/community_conversations_on_diversity.htm.

Diversity and Educational Institutions

· Cedar Falls: working with University of Northern Iowa to hold a day long diversity training/event in February or March. Will include Dept. of Justice, local government agencies and Dept. of Education

· Sioux City: Holds Students Promoting Equality each year in partnership with the local high schools

· Davenport: partnership with schools and about the events participated in with local colleges. Give civil rights presentations yearly to students at St. Ambrose.  Regular training given to training facilities in the area and talked about the good job the local colleges are doing with diversity events.  St. Ambrose University and Scott Community College have large well attended diversity days each year.  Participate in the St. Ambrose diversity day celebration.  St. Ambrose has its celebration in the spring and Scott does one in the fall.  Blackhawk college has done at least one diversity day celebration and it has asked the commission to talk about civil rights for black history month in February. Augustana has had an international food event to celebrate diversity. Rivermont preparatory school has had Asian festivals as well.
· Dubuque: “Letters across the divide,”  a citywide book discussion in Dubuque, partnering with local colleges to hold discussions on campus and also with K-12 educators to hold discussions.

Updates by Local and State Commissions

· Discussion on MLK day of service and request for locals to post their activities on the ICRC Facebook page or with Molly Pim at molly.pim@iowa.gov.

· Council Bluffs co-sponsored a forum with One Iowa; they also will be having a family friendly New Years Eve event and they are developing diversity coloring books for the children.

· Decorah approved hate crime/hate act response plan “from hatred to healing;” they included the Not in Our Town project and showed the film.
· Cedar Rapids is doing a focus group on housing impediments.

· Des  Moines working on 20th anniversary planning for the ADA for summer and would like to coordinate across state; VISTA members are creating a website, calendar of events, and toolkit.

· Cedar Rapids Commission will be doing community mediation.

· Burlington—upcoming forum with OneIowa on marriage equality—including representatives from the faith, legal, and academic communities. 

The Legislative breakfast will be coming up again this winter from 7:30 to 9:00 in the morning.  It will be on the first floor of the capitol, followed by our next League meeting.  The exact dates and locations will be sent out by e-mail.  
Meeting adjourned at 7:40 p.m.

